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Ivana, my best friend from 
university, was the one 
who encouraged me in this 
undertaking. I took with 
me the only thing I had: 
my university degree, two 
suitcases and a lot of illusion 
to return to Colombia.
In October 2010, the project 
of my life began, Centro 
Catalina Spanish School, 
a concept that brought 
together all my great 
passions: Language, culture 
and my beloved home 
country: Colombia.

I invite you to be part of this 
story, where each of our 
visitors takes with them a 
little piece of Colombia in 
their heart.

When I am asked if 
Colombia is dangerous, my 
answer is very clear: yes, it 
is....

The danger is that you want 
to stay forever.

I’m Nicole, I was born in 
Bogotá in 1985. A year later, 
my parents left the country 
to give my brother and 
me a better future. At that 
time, Colombia was going 
through a wave of violence: 
drug trafficking and guerrilla 
warfare were causing a lot 
of damage to the civilian 
population.

I grew up in Switzerland, 
a very safe country, 
surrounded by beautiful 
mountains. My school 
language was French, but I 
never forgot my roots and 
my mother tongue: Spanish.
As I grew up, my love for 
Colombia grew too. I studied 
Spanish-American language, 
culture and literature at the 
University of Geneva.

In 2010, at the end of 
my degree, I made the 
“crazy” decision to return 
to my home country. 

School director

Nicole Chacón
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Do you want to live an 
authentic experience in Colombia?

If you have already been to 
Colombia once, then you 
already know the answer, 
it is obvious that you want 
to come back. If you have 
never been, just know that 
travelling to Colombia can 
be dangerous: there is a 
great risk of falling in love 
and wanting to stay longer.

In short, Colombia is a 
country whose natural 
diversity is overwhelming: 
Caribbean, Andes, Amazon, 
Pacific, deserts and plains 
are spread throughout its 
territory. It is the cradle 
of miscegenation and the 
inheritance of 3 ethnic 
groups; indigenous, Afro-
descendant and European 
culture. A mixture that 

Study Spanish in Colombia
is reflected on one of its 
many typical rhythms: The 
Cumbia.

It is said that the best 
Spanish is spoken in 
Colombia. Although 
we cannot confirm this 
statement with total 
certainty, what we can 
guarantee is that Colombia 
is a country where you will 
find an unequalled wealth: 
Colombia’s treasure lies in 
its people.

Human warmth and 
unparalleled attention, in 
Colombia you will meet 
people who radiate with 
their smiles, cheer you 
up with their singing and 
spreading happiness.

Discovering a country is 
more than just a sightseeing; 
it’s about the culture, 
meeting people, trying 
new things and living new 
experience, new tast, new 
flavours and going back 
home with your heart 
and mind full of love and 
unforgettable memories.

Centro Catalina specializes 
in accompany everyone 
who wishes to live 
an unique immersion 
experience in Colombia. We 
are located in two beautiful 
cities: Cartagena on the 
Caribbean sea and Medellin 
in the Andes.

There are no limits, both 
juniors and seniors are 
most welcome to live 
this experience and learn 
Spanish with us in a friendly 
atmosphere.

Choose the best city 
for you, or simply get 

a both pleasure combination 
for a complete experience.
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Centro Catalina is more than a Spanish school, it is an 
immersion centre.

We accompany you and give you all the tools to make 
your stay in Colombia a unique cultural experience: 
accommodation with native speakers, Spanish courses, 
cultural workshops, outings and interaction with locals.

With more than 10 years of experience, our Centre has 
been dedicated to accompanying hundreds of participants 
of all ages and nationalities to learn Spanish and discover a 
new culture.

We are the only Spanish language school in Colombia to 
have been accredited by IALC (International Association of 
Language Centres).

Our Spanish school maintains high quality standards, 
reflecting the management of its Swiss-Colombian 
founders.

Why study Spanish with 
Centro Catalina?

At Centro Catalina Spanish School we invite you to “live 
Colombia” in its most authentic form.
We teach you the language, the customs and we take you 
to share with native speakers who transmit their way of life.

The linguistic immersion we offer you goes beyond the 
Spanish classes in the classroom. Learning is experienced 
in the streets, parks and squares. It is lived through every 
exchange that is born in a genuine way with “real life” 
Colombians.

Our Spanish Schools in 
Colombia

Located in two of the most beautiful 
cities of Colombia, both schools enjoy a 
privileged location.

Old town, Cartagena

El Poblado, Medellín
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Medellin,
modern city in 
the andes
Medellin, a modern city surrounded by the Andean mountain 
range, offers a wide range of activities. The city of the “eternal 
spring” is appreciated for its climate and enjoys pleasant 
temperatures of around 25°C all year round. Nightlife, 
gastronomy, ecotourism and many other facets allow this 
beautiful city to be qualified as one of the best in the whole 
country.

In Medellín, the school is located in the famous El Poblado 
neighbourhood, the city’s urban development area par 
excellence. Bars, restaurants, discotheques and shopping 
centres are just one street away from our facilities. 

With more than 700 square meters, this house is one of 
the rare examples of traditional housing still present in this 
city in constant growth. 

The school
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The school

pearl of the 
Caribbean Sea

Cartagena, pearl of the Caribbean Sea, is a unique example 
of colonial history. With a tropical climate (30°C) and a 
population of mixed race descent, Cartagena is mostly a 
sample of Afro-descendant culture, which predominates 
through gastronomy, folklore and customs.

In Cartagena, we are located in the beautiful colonial 
streets of the historic centre. Surrounded by the sea and 
the city walls, the San Diego area has the privilege of 
being home to both tourism and local life: shops, squares 
and markets, all in the middle of a magical and charming 
setting. 

With 6 classrooms, a small cafeteria and a colourful 
courtyard, our school in Cartagena enchants with its family 
atmosphere. 

Cartagena,
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Spanish 
Courses
All our courses have a common goal: to learn Spanish in an 
efficient and enjoyable way.

Depending on your purpose, we have a variety of 
approaches to suit specific and different needs.

The administrative costs for enrollment are 60 USD. 

General Courses

If you are staying for a long period of time, this 
programme will cover all the communicative objectives 
necessary to explore life in Colombia or Latin America in 
general.

The grammatical structure is a tool which is presented 
in detail to help you express your ideas, feelings and 
thoughts.

Oral skills

Grammar

Standard Course

Group course in the mornings

20 Spanish lessons/week

5-6 students per group 
(max. 8)

From 9:00am to 12:40pm
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Based on the model of the standard course in the 
morning, the intensive course contains an additional 
afternoon session. You will learn in more detail the 
concepts and structures of the language for a more 
consolidated handling of the language.

Oral skills

Grammar

Intensive Course

Group course in the mornings and afternoons

30 Spanish lessons /week

5-6 students per group 
(max. 8)

From 9:00am until 12:40pm
From 2:00pm until 
03:40pm

In private lessons, you choose the approach you prefer. 
Conversation classes, grammar improvement, writing, 
pronunciation, cultural or specific topics: everything can 
be designed in this programme.

Personalised

Private Course

Private course in the afternoons

10, 20 or 30 Spanish lessons / week

1 student with the teacher (1:1)
Afternoon timetable

Semi-private lessons (2:1) are possible for people that enroll togheter100%
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Our
recommendation

With the combined course you can enjoy the advantages 
of a group course in the morning and a private 
programme in the afternoon. 

This is the programme we recommend if your stay is 
short, as it allows you to reach your goals quickly.

Oral skills

Grammar

Personalised

Combination Course
+5 o +10

Group course in the mornings and 
private course in the afternoons

Combined course +5 or +10

20 group lessons +5 or +10 private lessons/ week

5-6 students per group (max. 8) / 1:1 in the afternoons

From 9:00 am to 12:40 pm

Private courses in the afternoons
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Specific courses

Bildungsurlaub Course

For our German students, we are recognised 
by the government for the academic training 
scholarship “Bildungsurlaub”.

Our certificate applies to most German 
departments.

Contact us for more information.

Oral skills

Grammar

30 Spanish lessons/week

5-6 students per group (max. 8)

From 9:00am to 12:40pm
From 2:00pm until 03:40pm

+ 5 guided cultural activities or 5 private lessons

DELE o SIELE CSN Scholarship
test preparation programme

Are you ready for the exam? We help you to 
develop the four skills required by the Instituto 
Cervantes. We offer courses for all levels of the 
Common European Framework of Reference 
for Languages: A1, A2, B1, B2, C1, C2.

Is there a better way to prepare yourself than in 
an immersion context?

Oral skills

Grammar

20 Spanish lessons/week

3-4 students per group (max. 4)

From 2:00pm to 05:40pm

Our school is approved by the Swedish 
government for its CSN (Swedish Board of 
Student Finance) scholarship programme.

You can choose any 16-week course to apply 
for the programme.

Oral skills

Grammar

16-week course

Prices and schedule according to the 
course approved by CSN.
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Tailored programmes

Spanish for families with children

From a certain age, a joint 
family programme can 
be created for those who 
wish to stay together in the 
classroom.

Throughout our 
trajectory, we have 
received a large number 
of families with small 
children in our facilities.
For them we have a 
special programme that 
allows them to have 
fun and learn with a 
variety of didactic and 
pedagogical games.

The children learn intuitively 
and effortlessly, so you can 
see great progress in their 
level of understanding and 
expression of the language.

While young children study 
with specialised teachers 
in their programme, 
parents can join the adult 
programmes and courses.

Flexible schedules 
according to need.

Price on demand

In addition to general 
Spanish, our teachers 
develop personalised 
programmes.

Depending on the 
participant’s objectives, 
we design tailor-made 
content to address the 
topics of interest to him 
or her.

Courses for specific purposes

Spanish-American literature, 
architecture, politics, ancient 
medicine, Spanish for 
business, climate change, 
conferences are, among 
many other topics, a few 
examples of what our team 
has developed for your 
students.

Flexible schedules 
according to need.

Price on demand
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Spanish and Colombian life

The essential purpose of 
this programme is to gain 
insight into the culture.
Every afternoon we 
create opportunities for 
exchange with locals 
with a variety of profiles.

Our intention is for you 
to feel the “real life” of 
Colombia.

We leave the classroom 
and go to the streets, the 

squares, the markets. We 
visit vulnerable communities 
and put social work at their 
service.

9am - 12:40pm : course at 
the school.

Local experiences in the 
afternoons.

Our courses include
 a programme of 

immersion activities 
outside of class time.

»
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What do
the courses include?

Course materials Academic advising and 
tutoring

Weekly activities Tour and welcome aperitif

Study certificate and final 
pedagogical report

Free drinks (coffee, water 
and tea)

WiFi Service Contact 24/7
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Levels

Basic User

4 weeks 4 weeks 6 weeks 5 weeks 5 weeks Ilimited

Independent User Proficiency User
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We offer several options, but we always recommend that 
you try the experience of living with a native family. This 
allows you to grow in your learning process and gives you 
valuable elements of what it means to travel in a country: 
getting to know the people, their way of life, their beliefs and 
customs. 

Accommodation
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Recommended accommodation

Living with a Colombian family is the best way to become 

familiar with the Spanish language and, above all, with 

Colombia’s unique culture. Centro Catalina works with a 

selection of loyal, friendly and welcoming host families. 

We personally visit all our families and maintain close 

contact with them to ensure good service and quality. 

Colombian family
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What is it like
living with a family?

What type of room?

What is included in the meals?

Where do the families live?

All rooms are private, for your personal use. If you are 
traveling with your partner or a friend, it is possible to have a 
double room. If you want a private bathroom, it is possible to 
arrange it for an additional charge.

The homestay includes breakfast for 7 nights.
If you wish, it is possible to add dinner for an additional 
charge.

In Cartagena, all host families are located a maximum of 25 
minutes walk from the school. Medellin is a larger city, so 
the distance can vary between 15 and 45 minutes on foot. 
However, they are always close to subway stations and 
public transportation for ease of access.
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Other accommodations

A perfect option for students looking for a more private 

option, but in the company of friends. In Cartagena you can 

live in a shared apartment. They are 2 bedroom apartments, 

so it is a very nice option if you like to be quiet. The 

apartment has sea views, swimming pool and is located 15-

20 minutes walk from the school.

Shared student apartment in Cartagena

“Breeze, sun and sea... relax and feel comfortable.”
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Shared House in the Heart of the Historic Center

Live in an Authentic Colonial House: Staying in our shared 

house is not just convenient; it’s about immersing yourself 

in history. Every corner of this colonial house breathes the 

charm of the Cartagena of yesteryear. Imagine studying, 

resting and living in a space that is a piece of history.

Privacy and Comfort in Every Room: Each room is a private 

space, equipped with its own bathroom and shower. Enjoy 

the tranquility and comfort you deserve after a day of 

exploring or studying. Air conditioning in every room.

Safety and Accessibility: Located in a safe and quiet area, you 

will be only 5 minutes away from everything Cartagena has 

to offer. Exquisite restaurants, supermarkets, bars and much 

more, all at your fingertips.

Connection and Community: Share experiences with other 

students in common spaces designed for interaction and 

mutual learning. Create memories and friendships that will 

last a lifetime.

Discover the Jewel of Cartagena! 
New Shared House in the Heart of the Historic Center
Just a Step Away from Centro Catalina Spanish School
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“Your home in Colombia”.

Student residence in Medellín

Our student residence in Medellin offers all the comforts, 

as well as being a place to meet and have fun. The rooms 

are spacious and you can choose to have your own private 

bathroom if you prefer. You can use the kitchen to prepare 

meals with your friends. The garden has a barbecue and 

fireplace for cool evenings. WiFi is free and breakfast is 

included.
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Our Students
Nationality mix

Switzerland

USA

Germany

Netherlands

England

Canada

Other countries
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Activities
Our agenda of activities changes weekly. From visits to 

museums to discotheques, all the meetings are focused on 

experiencing Colombian culture intensely, in all its aspects.

In addition to the weekly activities included in the study 

programme, we organise many outings and excursions 

during the weekends. These are extra activities which have 

an additional cost.

Activities are organised at least

 3 times a week.

Sometimes more. 

The timetable varies depending 

on the type of activity, but as 

far as possible, they take place 

outside class hours so that 

everyone can participate.

Our activities are designed and 

carried out exclusively for our 

students.

We are not a tourist agency. 

Our aim is for you to experience 

the daily life and customs of the 

Colombian people. 

From the moment you join our 

school, you have completely free 

access to our activities. It is an 

integral part of your experience 

at Centro Catalina. Our team 

takes care of everything. 

The meeting point is always at 

the school. Our activity leader is 

not a conventional tour guide, he 

is a person with an innate talent 

for human contact, passionate 

about his culture and with the 

characteristic charisma of the 

Colombian people.

When are they? What does it cost? Where and with whom do 
they take place?Who are they for?
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To feel it, 
you have to live it
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Volunteer Work
Our school is proud to offer a volunteer work activity for 

students who want to give back to the community while 

also enhancing their language skills. As a Spanish language 

school, we believe in the importance of not only learning 

the language but also immersing ourselves in the culture 

and making a positive impact on the local community. This 

volunteer work activity allows students to do just that.
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Testimonials

I followed a 5-week Spanish course at Centro Catalina, I 
enjoyed every minute of my classes without getting bored or 

tired. In an informal and young atmosphere with well prepared 
teachers. I was easily guided to the language and culture of 
South America. Cartagena is a beautiful city, lively day and 

night and safe enough to leave you relaxed, fun and stress free! 
Thanks to that very “Latin” touch I can’t wait to go back and 

take my Spanish to the next level. See you guys later!

Mario Brunetto - Italy

Cartagena is a beautiful city in Colombia that hides an ancient and 
accurate world. I had a great time describing Colombia through 

many excursions and studies. I had two great teachers who were 
always very prepared, who encouraged me to study and who 

made the classes very interesting. In short, I would recommend 
Centro Catalina to everyone who wants to study and discover 

Spanish and Colombia at the same time.

Bostjan - Slovenia

Joselito - Brazil

I was in Cartagena for two weeks studying at Centro Catalina, 
you were the perfect vacation, a lot of fun, jokes and adventures, 
we went out to visit different places, all the staff were very nice 
people who always went out with us, nice people always ready 
to help. Good songs to learn, laughing all the time and marking 
every moment in the school. A relationship of friendship and 

respect among all. The dancing activities are good to interact and 
have fun. A big hug to everyone.
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60 USD (only once, includes 
all material and 3 weekly 
cultural activities per week)

Enrollment fees:
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Prices 2025

GROUP LESSONS:
price/week 1 week 2-5 weeks 6 week

and more

Standard course

Intensive course

Combined course +5

Combined course +10

DELE exam

Price for
the package 4 weeks 6 weeks 8 weeks

General Spanish lessons

239 USD

299 USD

319 USD

399 USD

1440 USD

229 USD

289 USD

309 USD

389 USD

1920 USD

219 USD

279 USD

299 USD

379 USD

2240 USD
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Private lessons

Private 1:1

PRIVATE LESSONS
price/week*

Less than 10
lessons/week

10
Lessons/week

15
Lessons/week

20
Lessons/week

30
Lessons/week

Semi private 2:1
(price per person)

*Important: private lessons have to be taken within the week and can not be postponed.

Online lessons

Private Online
lessons

ONLINE
LESSONS/WEEK*

Less that 4
lessons/week

4
lessons/week

6
lessons/week

8
lessons/week

10
lessons/week

15
lessons/week

*Important: online lessons have to be taken within the week and can not be postponed.

30 USD/
Lesson

20 USD/
Lesson

25 USD/
Lesson

280 USD

180 USD

80 USD 108 USD 128 USD 140 USD 195 USD

390 USD

240 USD

490 USD

285 USD

610 USD

380  USD
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Spanish and
Colombian
Lifestyle

SPECIFIC COURSES
price/week 1 week 2 weeks 3 weeks 4 weeks

and +

Spanish for
families

Bildungsurlaub
program
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Tailored Spanish lessons

389 USD

409 USD

On demand

On demand

389 USD

409 USD

On demand

On demand

N/A

N/A

On demand

On demand

N/A

N/A

On demand

On demand
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Low season 2025

March 1 to July 4, 2025

August 30 to October 31, 2024

High season 2025

November 4, 2024 - February 28, 2025

July 5 - August 29, 2025

November 1, 2025 - End 2025 (February 27 2026)

Note: The difference of price according to the season applies for all accommodations. See our Seasons Calendar
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Accomodation Prices 2025

Colombian family

Homestay & Breaskfast

Single room

Homestay

Low season High season

1 week Additional
night 

Additional
night 1 week

Distance homestay Cartagena:

15- 20 minutes walk from the school.

Distance homestay Medellín:

15-20 minutes by metro from the 
school.

Homestay & Breaskfast +
Dinner

Single room

209 USD

269 USD

40 USD

50 USD

229 USD

289 USD

45 USD

55 USD
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Homestay

Low season High season

1 week Additional
night

Additional
night1 week

Distance homestay Cartagena:

15- 20 minutes walk from the school.

Distance homestay Medellín:

15-20 minutes by metro from the 
school.

Homestay & Breaskfast

Single room + Private 
bathroom

Homestay & Breaskfast +
Dinner

Single room + Private
bathroom

Homestay & Breaskfast

Double room

Homestay & Breaskfast

Double room + Private
bathroom

Homestay & Breaskfast +
dinner

Double room

Homestay & Breaskfast +
Dinner

Double room + Private
bathroom

30

239 USD

299 USD

169 USD
(per person)

199 USD
(per person)

219 USD
(per person)

249 USD
(per person)

179 USD
(per person)

209 USD
(per person)

229 USD
(per person)

259 USD
(per person)

45 USD

55 USD

30 USD

35 USD

40 USD

50 USD

35 USD

40 USD

35 USD

55 USD

259 USD

319 USD

50 USD

60 USD
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Apartments - Shared and private Cartagena only

Shared house in the Old Town Cartagena

Apartments with sea view Low season High season

1 week Additional
night 

Additional
night 1 week

 Distance: 15-20 minutes walk
from the school.

Private apartment

Shared apartment: private room + AC

+ Additional person in private room
(for couples or friends travelling together)

Shared house Old Town Low season High season

1 week Additional
night 

Additional
night 1 week

Distance: 1 minute from the
school (in the same street)

Private room
and bathroom + AC

New!

399 USD

259 USD

339 USD

70 USD

45 USD

60 USD

489 USD

299 USD

389 USD

85 USD

55 USD

80 USD 20 USD 110 USD 30 USD

70 USD
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Students residence Medellin

Students residence Low season High season

1 week Additional
night 

Additional
night 1 weekDistance: Located in the same 

building of the school

Private r

+Additional person in private
room (for couples or friends
travelling together)

+Additional person in private
room (for couples or friends
travelling together)

oom & Breakfast

Private room, breakfast &
Private bathroom

 

199 USD

239 USD

110 USD

40 USD

45 USD

30 USD

239 USD

279 USD

130 USD

45 USD

50 USD

80 USD 20 USD 110 USD 30 USD

40 USD
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Seasons calendar
High season Low season
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Contact us
Our team is at your disposal to help you with the 

organisation and planning of your stay.

Call us or write us by email or WhatsApp to the numbers 

below. We will get back to you within 24 hours.

7D ST. N°43A-106 El Poblado, Medellin - Antioquia

38 ST. N°9-21 San Diego, Cartagena - Bolivar

+57 324 221 08 70    |    +57 310 761 21 57

+57 301 785 10 00

info@centrocatalina.com

Contact 24H/7
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